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Our Nature Reserves




Upland Peat Surveying
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X Isle of Man wildflower rediscovered
after 142 years
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Calf of Man Bird Obser

Total bird species recorded since 1959 = 284 (inc. 58 species ‘new’ to IOM)

Total species recorded breeding = 60

Total species ringed = 164
Total birds ringed (to end July 2022) = 288,000

Manx National Heritage g&
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Manx Shearwaters



Thermal Imaging
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Manx
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E%:ﬁz?ﬁeﬂeie Calf of Man Annual Seal Survey

* 12 pupping sites identified
* Surveyed on rotation (2 days)
» Adults & pups counted / photographed. A

* Behaviour and interactions recorded,
including mortality

Calf of Man
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2“” Calf of Man - Seal Pup Trends

Vannin

 Average 54.8 births per year.

* Appear to be reaching a
plateau in pup production.

* Average mortality of 5.7%.

* 35.1% tracked through all
stages of development.

* 300 adults present on the
Calf during 2020 season.

* 47.5% of females returned for
1+ seasons (2009-20).

Number of pups recorded
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A Calf Research
Strategy:

Manx National Heritage
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v Getting others to help us — Citizen Science

Nature Counts - Manx Wildlife Trust

Enter a casual record

Click here to enter a single record of wildlife that you've seen.

Enter a list of records

If you have a list of records from the same place on the same date, you
can enter them here.
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Suillia pallida Exechia bicincta

Cryptachaea blattea



MWT Wildlife Observers Certificate — training the
next generation of biological recorders

Manx
Wildlife Trust
Treisht Bea-Feie
Vannin




Manx
Wildlife Trust
Treisht Bea-Feie
Vannin




Manx
Biodiversity

Bea-neuchaslid Vannin

NBNAtlas@f  Isle of Man

1,096,555
Occurrences

8,238
Species

144
Datasets

57
Data partners

Photos: Spiny Starfish, Small Tortoiseshell, Oystercatcher and Hairy Sheieldbug (Malcolm Storey)
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rancerse PUDliShing our Findings:

Annual Report
2020-2021

Welcome to our first Manx Nature Annual
Report! Since being established in 1973,
MWT has led the way on delivering

an astounding amount of wildlife
conservation in the Isle of Man. Despite
all we have achieved in almost 50 years,
however, the need for MWT remains as
strong as ever, and our aim is that this
Annual Report will enable us to better
communicate the work we are doing and
the positive impact we are having, both
on and off Island. We need our work

to be better understood by politicians,
partners, funders, and all of our IOM
residents and visitors, and by doing this
we will hopefully inspire more people to
get involved with, and/or support

our work.

Although MWT is one of the smallest of
The Wildlife Trusts (TWT), we are one of
only three who have coverage across a
whole nation (Scotland and Ulster being
the others) and with our strategically
important position at the centre of the
British Isles and Irish Sea, we have a key
role to play. As we face the challenges
of climate change, and the development
and industrialisation of the Irish Sea, the
data we collect will be valuable to a far
wider audience. We also have a great
opportunity to develop whole nation
approaches to (for example) climate
change mitigation and Agri-environment
initiatives, which could potentially
become models for other small nations
and islands.

Partnerships are critical for MWT as we
aim to increase our impact, and several
of these are highlighted in this report.
We have an excellent relationship with
the IOM Government (we see ourselves
as a friend and ally, but one also willing
to challenge when needed), particularly
with DEFA, who we work with closely
on several important wildlife and wider
environmental initiatives. Our alliances
with Manx National Heritage, the Manx
National Farmers Union and other
conservation organisations are highly
valued and offer excellent opportunities
for greater combined impact.

This report contains articles by several
of our team. Our nature reserves remain
at the heart of what MWT delivers and
it is fantastic

to see the

data for the

number of hours contributed by our
volunteers, the Midweek Muckers. Lara's
article covers several areas of our marine
(and now freshwater) work, including
the data from the seal pupping annual
surveys, shark tagging and our new role
as the IOM Seasearch coordinators.

The data from Aron for the Calf Bird
Observatory, and from our partner Manx
Whale and Dolphin watch, give a wider
marine perspective. On the terrestrial
front, Andree's report touches on several
projects including the work we are doing
at Ramsey Hairpin, Sarah covers our
important peat restoration project, and
David highlights the great opportunity we
have to positively influence nature across
88% of the IOM, as delivery partner

for the IOM Government’s new Agri-
Environment Scheme,

Communicating our work and our key
messages is fundamentally important
for MWT, and the pieces by Graham
and Rachael summarise how we have
significantly developed our engagement
and outreach over the period. The paper
from our (Biosphere Award winning!)
Education Officer Dawn describes the
size and breadth of the audience that
she connects with in the IOM.
We hope you find our first annual report
a useful reference document and our
aim is that the report will evolve in the
years ahead.

Leigh Morris, CEO
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EXTINCT: THE LOSS OF THE YELLOWHAMMER EMBERIZA OTRINELLA IN THE ISLE OF MAN

Oand C Sellamy

Protegresch 1 Yellomharmme siong Ui Thsot Dotlige Soed & de, 13 Decarntue 2000 Motagiach coursesy of Mets Hadlwid

AN EPITAPH

The Yellowhammer, Embenzo oitrinetis, once one of the most commmon birds of Mans hedgorows, is gone. Thes extinction &
upsetting, not just to thase who remember the species’ formaes abundance and the oy, colour and sounds that it brought
o our Ishind, but also to thase, Mke the authcr, who dly missed out on this eapenence. Thes & ane of a3 string of losses of
Manx farmiand birds, made more uptetting by the fact that few have, untill recently, acknowdedged as loss

The loss of the Yellowhammer thows us that there i an crgent need for mare resowrces 1o be directed into nature
censervation on our island. Such efforts ace desperately required ff we are to provent any further spedcies from beng
avoldably lost, while alse delivering nature’s recovery across the ile of Man. 2 is unfortunate that the first well funded and
sland-wide Agrt-Envirnnment Schome, Bunched in 2021, came 100 late to prevent this extiaction

The authar asserts that the YeBowhammer i1 now eatinct in the sie of Maa 2t 2 broeding bird ang seeks to document for
the histoncal record the decline of this ence comman and mudh foved peces. Admattedly thes & 2 sac task, but one that &
vitally important to highight the state of Manx nature 10 the pecople and keaders of cur idand

After many centuries — passibly several millennt - of gracing oor lland with is presence, the loss of this native Manx
species and the slencing of It song craws to an end 2 long cultural connection with this unassuming, ensgmatic character
of our gorse-strewn hecges, The Yelowhammer's once clequitous song, ‘o Mrtie bt of Seeod ond Ao cheese', now goes
unheard by today's gereration of Marex children. No known recording of its song eatits. Our gorse yellow hedgebanks
remain a5 a defining feature of cur andscape yet have lost thelr epotymous sidelich. An age old bona has been braken

This paper s an epitaph to the Manx Yellowhammer, cur Ushog Visgh % seeds to oatline and codify the evdence of this
bird cos Mann and chart its long cedine 10 extinction. Far want of 1pace it 2oes not explore in any copth the many human
nduced changes to our countryuide which were undocbtedly the cause of this loss. Regrettably, the probability of natural
recclonisation i slim, and withost addressing the cautes of loas, no reinlroduction would be Mely to succeed

We can and must kearn from the loss of the Yellowbhammer before another Mane species s Joat. Thankfully, we now
understand which species ane at greatest risk and are gathering the knowledge and tooks requered for landscape <cale
conservation. This reguires jomed op, land wide and adeguately rescurced effort: et the loss of the Yellowhammer not
be in vain, but 3 natianal catalyst for action
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